Recombinant DNA techniques. Basic concepts and practical applications in oral biology.
Advances in molecular biology and recombinant DNA technology, in particular, have provided researchers and diagnostic laboratories with powerful new tools enhancing understanding of biological events and aiding clinical laboratory diagnosis of many diseases (both genetic and those caused by infectious agents). The main applications of recombinant DNA technology at the moment include diagnosis of genetic disorders and microbiological infections, assessment of normal cell differentiation, and the molecular biology of tumours. In future, extensive correlation analyses of gene structure and expression with tissue morphology, clinical presentation and prognosis will also improve abilities to diagnose diseases of the oral cavity.